
 

LANDMARK SUCCESS IN THE SUPREME 

COURT FOR SALLY HARRISON QC AND 

SAMANTHA HILLAS 

 

• Supreme Court hand down landmark judgment concerning the 

UK legal system’s approach to disclosure of assets in divorce 

law cases. 

• Varsha Gohil and Alison Sharland win the right to re-open 

historic divorce cases after husbands misrepresent their 

wealth in the original divorce settlement. 

• Sally Harrison QC, representing Mrs Gohil, becomes first 

female QC to take a divorce case to the Supreme Court.  

After four months of deliberation, the Supreme Court today handed 

down the much awaited judgments in the high profile cases of 

Sharland and Gohil.  

The Supreme Court decided in favour of Mrs Gohil and Mrs Sharland 

– which will open up a radical change in the way courts handle 

divorce payouts in cases based on false or incomplete financial 

information. 

Mrs Gohil had originally accepted a divorce settlement of £270,000 

and a car. Six years later her former husband was jailed for 10 

years for fraud and money laundering amounting to around £37m. 

During his trial, evidence of the extent to which he had hidden his 

wealth during the original settlement emerged. 
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Head of Chambers at St John’s Buildings, Sally Harrison QC, was 

leading counsel for Mrs Gohil. Samantha Hillas of SJB was junior 

counsel, both instructed by Ros Bever of Irwin Mitchell solicitors. 

Miss Harrison commented: “The ruling today in the Supreme Court 

ends an 11 year battle for Mrs Gohil to achieve the right to a fair 

hearing of her financial claims. We are delighted to have been able 

to fight on her behalf to achieve a successful outcome for her in the 

Supreme Court.”   

[Ends] 

 

Notes for Editors 

Sally Harrison QC and Samantha Hillas are both available to provide 

commentary. Please contact their clerk, Paul Laverty on 0151 243 

6000. 

JPG images are available from 

janet.moorhouse@stjohnsbuildings.co.uk or call 0161 214 1515. 

Sally Harrison QC is “in a league of her own” in complicated 

financial remedy cases [Legal 500, 2015]. Head of Chambers at St 

John’s Buildings, she was the only female silk in the case. Miss 

Harrison was nominated for the Legal 500 Regional QC of the Year 

2015 and won Manchester Legal Awards Barrister of the Year in 

2015. 

Samantha Hillas is a matrimonial finance specialist who has been 

commended by the Legal 500 for each of the last five years for her 

“fabulous reputation”. Her written articles on family law can be 

found regularly in the press. Miss Hillas has appeared on both local 

and national radio and TV to debate a range of family law issues. 



 

St John’s Buildings is one of the three largest barristers’ chambers 

in the country. It hosts 232 barristers across all practice areas and 

was voted Chambers of the Year in the 2015 Manchester Legal 

Awards. 
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